




While all hopeful adoptive parents must complete the home study process with 
a Pennsylvania-licensed home study provider, the adoption requirements for 
adoptive families will also vary depending on the type of adoption they are 
pursuing.

States also individually regulate how much and what is allowed to be paid to 
help expectant and birth parents throughout the pregnancy and adoption. PA 
adoption laws allow the following birth parent expenses to be paid by the 
adoptive parents:
• Medical costs related to the birth mother’s prenatal care, birth, and 

postnatal care
• Expenses related to the care of the child prior to the decree of adoption 

being issued

While PA adoption laws don’t enforce repayment of any paid expenses 
should the birth family decide to parent, American Adoptions offers a unique 
Risk-Sharing program to financially protect adoptive parents from adoption 
disruptions.

Requested birth parent expenses are reviewed by Pennsylvania courts, and 
any expenses deemed “excessive” or “unnecessary” are not permitted to be 
paid by the adoptive family. Any form of payment, including money, gifts or 
favors in exchange for the placement of a child into an adoption is strictly 
illegal.
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